*    INTRODUCTION    *

croach even on these prerogatives, when Messrs. Stevens
produced little silk embroidered pictures on Coventry
ribbon. It is fitting that these foretastes of the March of
Steam should represent an old stage coach and a new
railway engine.

The taste of the times is illustrated by the flowers
then fashionable. They are 'Florists'' flowers, specially
cultivated to produce stripes and dots and speckles, as
regularly and as formally as possible. Flower-fancying
was a great hobby even amongst the working classes;
gold and silver laced polyanthus, so evenly marked that
they might be machine made, were special favourites
round Macclesfield and Manchester; their names 'Bang
Europe', 'Eckersley's Jolly Dragoon' and 'Prince
Regent' are as typical of their times as some of the old
inn signs. cMiss Fanny Kemble' makes a charming
tulip. Exhibition pinks were grown all over the country,
but Paisley was their great stronghold.

Flower-fancying in the heart of manufacturing Eng-
land shows how little, at this time, the smoke of
factories had polluted the air, though London fogs fre-
quently feature in the news. But though the air might
be cleaner than today, human habitations certainly
were not. We need to contrast the splendours of the
London season with filthy streets and slums with open
sewers5 the magnificence of Royal pageantry with the
twenty-six cesspools found under Windsor Castle when
it was being renovated for Queen Victoria.

London was very much noisier and dirtier than to-
day, with its cobbled streets, creaking carts and rat-
infested rookeries, whence in hot weather malignant
fevers were apt to spread to more respectable parts of
the town. The little crossing-sweeper, beloved of Vic-

[7]